GEORGE THE THIRD
Seven years later the same tale is told. The King's letter of
February 23rd, 1779, to North reads :
The account of what has passed in the House of Commons this
day would not have called upon me to return any answer this
night, had not I wished to touch on the bad attendance stated by
Lord North. I cannot help thinking it criminal in any man at so
momentous an hour as the present one holding back and not taking
an active part: I therefore am ready to take any ostensible step to
show my disapprobation of those who do not attend, and shall
very readily concur in any proposition that may come from Lord
North on that subject.
A letter to Pitt in December 1790 is interesting because the bogey
of ' personal government' had been laid by then. Nevertheless
it reveals the same keen interest in parliamentary happenings:
Mr Pitt's note 'on the Debate of yesterday seems to point out that
the division was very favourable; though the moving for Papers
is a stale manoeuvre of Opposition, yet it always takes with the
curiosity of some persons. I trust that the Division on the Con-
vention this day will be as good. More new members spoke
yesterday than I should have expected, and probably this day will
produce as many.
These excerpts, which are typical of George's views on parlia-
mentary happenings, demonstrate two things: (i) the King's
fixed resolve—whether it was misguided or not is another
matter—to serve his country; and (2) his anxiety to assist his
principal advisers by the benefit of his advice and encouragement.
The excerpt from the letter written to North on March I4th, 1772,
may reveal George as a party man—even a party leader. From
men who called themselves his friends he believed that he had
the right to expect practical proofs of friendship—in this case, an
effort to restrict the activities of the Opposition on a matter
which the King regarded as personal, namely, the Royal Marriage
Bill. And he was prepared even to show those of his friends who
were faint-hearted how much he disapproved of their behaviour.
Let us hark back for a moment to the day when Bedford bearded
the King in his Closet, and read him that insolent ultimatum
which in effect said that the King must only smile on those of
whom Bedford approved. Bedford's behaviour was perhaps
more daringly insolent than that of his predecessors, but his
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